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About the 
LA Super Plant Program

• Plant promotion campaign launched by the LSU 
AgCenter in 2010 

• Highlights reliable & beautiful plants with proven 
statewide performance  

• Plants selected annually; over 60 plants currently in 
program plus 11 natives

• Promoted through LSU AgCenter’s  
Get It Growing project and other mass media 
around the State
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How Plants Are Selected
• At least 2 years of rigorous evaluations 

• Proven track record under north- 
and south-Louisiana growing 
conditions

• Cold hardy across the State

• Superior, outstanding plants for 
Louisiana landscapes – bedding 
plants, perennials, shrubs, trees 

• University tested; industry approved

• Certified made in Louisiana!
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Guara
(Oenothera lindheimeri)

• Native wildflower in LA & TX
• Clump-forming herbaecous 

perennial
• Delicate wispy flowers in white, 

pink and deep rose on slender 
stems

• Adds texture and creates 
whimsical movement in garden

• Heat & drought tolerant 
• Does not require lot of organic 

matter or frequent fertilizer 
applications

• Attracts pollinators

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
2.5 - 4 feet tall

Blooms :  
Early summer to 
late fall

Planting Time : 
Late winter – 
early spring

Roman Red

Blue Suede Shoes

New LSP 2025
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Firecracker Plant
 (Cuphea ‘Vermillionaire’)

• Grown as perennial in LA
• Abundant yellow-orange flowers
• Slightly glossy foliage
• Heat & drought tolerant
• Attracts abundant pollinator 

species

Exposure :  
Full sun lo ight 
shade

Size:
28-30 inches tall
24 inches wide

Blooms :  
Early summer to 
late fall

Planting Time : 
Spring

Roman Red

New LSP 2025
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Dusty Miller
(Centaurea cineraria)

• Herbaecious perennial hardy to 
zone 8 but used as annual in LA

• Grown for foliage
• Silver foilage has fine grey-white 

hairs on both sides giving a 
velvety appearance

• Small yellow daisy-like blossoms
• Heat & drought tolerant
• Low maintenance, well drained 

soil
• Use in mass plantings, borders, 

containers and hanging baskets

Exposure :  
Full sun to part 
shade

Size:
12 inches high
12 inches wide

Blooms :  
Mid summer

Planting Time : 
Earlly spring

Roman Red

Blue Suede Shoes

New LSP 2025
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Porterweed
(Stachytarpheta spp.)

• Considered an annual in LA 
landscape

• Small flowers on tall slender 
spikes, producing

• Colors:  pinks, reds, blues 
and purples

• Varying heights
• Heat and drought tolerant
• Good drainage
• Generally pest & disease free 
• Rich nectar source for bees, 

butterflies, hummingbirds

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
24-30 inches tall
36-48 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Late spring – first 
frost

Planting Time : 
Mid to late spring

Roman Red
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Zesty Zinnia
(Zinnia elegans)

• Herbaeceous annual with 
upright spreading habit, large 
blooms on dense branching 
plants

• Bold, double flowers in bright 
yellows, oranges, and purple 
appear from late spring to 
early fall

• Mounding habit low-growing 
annual

• Rich nectar source for bees, 
butterflies, hummingbirds

• Less leaf spot
• Avoid overhead watering

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
18-24” inches tall
18-24 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Late spring to  
ear;y fall 

Planting Time : 
Spring  after 
danger of hard 
frost

Roman Red
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Blue Daze
(Evolvulus glomeratus)

• Dwarf morning glory
• Tender, non-vining 

annual
• Excellent groundcover 

or landscape border
• Heat and drought 

tolerant
• Good drainage
• Free from pests & 

disease
• Attracts butterflies, 

hummingbirds

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
9-18 inches tall
24-36 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Late spring – first 
frost

Planting Time : 
Spring  after 
danger of hard 
frost

Roman Red

Blue Suede Shoes
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Blue My Mind ®
(Evolvulus glomeratus)

• Dwarf non-vining morning 
glory

• More compact, more 
blooms, bluer than Blue 
Daze

• Continuous, long-blooming, 
no deadheading

• Heat tolerant but needs 
consistent moisture

• Little fertilizer needed
• Ideal as landscape border, 

container spiller

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
8-20 inches tall
12-20 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Late spring – first 
frost

Planting Time : 
Spring after 
danger of hard 
frost

Roman Red

Mystic Spire 
Blue Improved

Blue Suede Shoes
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Suncredible 
‘Saturn’ Sunflower

• Upright, well-branched; 
bushlike

• Heat and drought tolerant
• Continuous blooms
• No deadheading
• Disease resistant
• Excellent for pollinators
• Fall interest
• Great in containers and as 

cut flowers

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
24-48 inches tall
20-24 inches 
wide
Space 12 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Planting to first 
hard frost

Planting Time : 
Summer - Fall



Master Gardeners of Greater New Orleans

Suncredible 
Yellow Sunflower

• Upright, well-branched; 
bushlike

• Heat and drought tolerant
• Continuous blooms
• No deadheading
• Disease resistant
• Excellent for pollinators
• Fall interest
• Great in containers and as 

cut flowers

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
24-48 inches tall
20-24 inches 
wide
Space 12 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Planting to first 
hard frost

Planting Time : 
Summer - Fall City Park 

LSP Demonstraton Garden 
Late Fall
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Salvia
Skyscaper  Orange

• Large blooms on sturdy 
stems

• Tender perennial
• Attracts hummingbirds, 

bees and butterflies
• Average moist, well-

drained soil
• Heat and drought tolerant
• Excellent in containers

Exposure :  
Full sun to part 
shade

Size:
18-24 inches tall
18-24 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Late Spring - Fall

Planting Time : 
Spring  after 
danger of hard 
frost

Roman Red

Mystic Spire 
Blue Improved

Blue Suede Shoes
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Salvia 
‘Roman Red’ 

Exposure :  
Full sun to part 
shade

Size:
24-36 inches tall
24-36 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Spring - Fall

Planting Time : 
Spring - Fall

• Large blooms on sturdy 
stems

• Tender perennial
• Attracts hummingbirds, bees 

and butterflies
• Average moist, well-drained 

soil
• Heat and drought tolerant
• Excellent in containers
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Salvia 
‘White Flame’ 

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
18-24 inches tall
12-18 inches 
wide

Blooms :  
Spring - Fall

Planting Time : 
Spring after 
danger of frost

• Large blooms on sturdy 
stems

• Tender perennial
• Attracts hummingbirds, bees 

and butterflies
• Average moist, well-drained 

soil
• Heat and drought tolerant
• Excellent in containers
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Salvia 
‘Mystic Spires Blue’ 

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
18-30 inches tall

Blooms :  
Late Spring - Fall

Planting Time : 
Spring after 
danger of frost

• Impressive, abundant deep 
blue spikes

• Spent blossoms fall naturally 
maintaining a season-long 
fresh appearance

• Attracts hummingbirds, bees 
and butterflies

• Average moist, well-drained 
soil

• Heat and drought tolerant
• Excellent in containers
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Salvia 
‘Blue Suede Shoes’ 

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
18-30 inches tall

Blooms :  
Late Spring - Fall

Planting Time : 
Spring after 
danger of frost

• Impressive, abundant deep 
blue spikes

• Spent blossoms fall naturally 
maintaining a season-long 
fresh appearance

• Attracts hummingbirds, bees 
and butterflies

• Average moist, well-drained 
soil

• Heat and drought tolerant
• Excellent in containers
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Impatiens 
Beacon Series

Exposure :  
Shade to part 
shade

Size:
14-18 inches tall
12-14 inches  wide

Blooms :  
Spring to late 
summer

Planting Time :  
April - August

• High resistance to 
impatiens downy mildew

• Vigorous growth with 
season-long color in 
shade

• Mounded upright habit, 
suitable for borders and 
ground covers

• Even moisture with 
adequate drainage

• Excellent in containers 
and hanging baskets

• Red, violet, salmon, 
coral orange, white and 
rose
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Alternanthera 
(Joseph Coat) ‘Little Ruby’

• Low-maintenance plant, 
no deadheading

• Compact growth
• Shades of burgundy 

and purple
• Heat and humidity 

tolerant
• Low moisture requirement
• Great in containers or as 

ground cover

Exposure :  
Full to part sun 

Size:
12 inches tall
12-14 inches 
wide
Space 12 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Late spring to 
first killing frost

Planting Time : 
After danger of 
frost thru mid 
summer
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Angelonia Serena Series

• Annual, aka Summer 
Snapdragon, in purple, 
lavender, lavender pink, 
blue and white

• Exceptional heat and 
humidity tolerance

• Low, mounding form
• Low maintenance, 

no deadheading
• Attracts butterflies

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
12-14 inches tall
8-12 inches wide
Space 8-12 
inches apart

Blooms :  
Late spring to 
first killing frost

Planting Time : 
April or May
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Angelonia ‘Serenita 
Raspberry’

• Annual, aka Summer 
Snapdragon

• More compact than 
Serena Angelonia

• Heat and drought tolerant

• Attracts butterflies

• Great for containers

Exposure :  
Full sun 

Size:
12-14” tall
12-14” wide
Space 8” apart

Blooms :  
Late spring to 
late summer

Planting 
Time:  Spring
Summer
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Begonia Baby Wing Series

Exposure :  
Part sun to part
shade

Size:
12-15 inches tall
10-12 inches wide
Space 10-12 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Spring thru frost

Planting Time :  
Spring thru summer

Heat and drought tolerant
No deadheading required

• Continuous pink or 
white flowers from late 
spring thru frost

• Heat and stress tolerant

• Vigorous plant with 
upright, mounded 
growth habit

• Excellent bedding plant 
to add season-long 
color to summer 
landscape
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Buddleia 
‘Flutterby Petite Tutti Frutti’

• Semi evergreen
• Fuchsia pink fragrant 

flowers
• Drought tolerant
• Attracts butterflies
• Unique compact, 

mounding growth 
habit

Exposure :  
Full to part sun 

Size:
30 inches tall
30 inches wide
Space 2 feet 
apart

Blooms :  
Mid spring thru 
fall

Planting Time :  
Spring
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Cleome ‘Senorita Rosalita’
(Spider Flower)

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
24-48 inches tall
20-24 inches wide
Space 18 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Late spring through 
frost

Planting Time :  
Spring through 
summer Heat and drought tolerant

No deadheading required

• Clusters of bright, 
lavender-pink flowers 
require no deadheading
 

• Full and bushy with no 
prickly spines

• Heat and drought tolerant

• Attracts bees, butterflies 
and hummingbirds

• Excellent for adding height 
and drama to landscape
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Celosia 
INTENZ Classic

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
16-18 inches tall
12-14 inches wide

Blooms :
Summer thru fall

Planting Time:
Spring

• Thrives in sun and heat

• Attractive foliage in 
summer and fall

• Abundant deep-purple 
magenta, long-lasting 
flowers

• Attracts bees and 
butterflies

• Excellent in beds and 
containers
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Coleus ‘Henna’

Exposure :  
Full sun to 
part shade

Size:
24-30 inches tall
18-20 inches  wide
Space 20 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Grown for foliage 
thru fall Apr-May to 
Oct

Planting Time :  
Spring

• Tender perennial grown 
as summer annual

• Colorful, fringed foliage 
with shades of gold, 
chartreuse and 
burgundy

• Pinch twice monthly in 
spring to encourage 
branching and tighter 
growth habit

• Does not produce flower 
spikes until mid to late 
fall

• Heat tolerant
• No insect problems
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Coleus ‘FlameThrower’

Exposure :  
Full sun to light 
shade 

Size:
14-20 inches tall
16-18 inches wide

Blooms :  
Late summer

Planting Time :  
Late Spring

• Compact, mounding 
habit

• Vivid foliage
• Excellent in borders 

and contaainers
• Well drained soil
• Pale blue spires in 

late summer attract 
pollinators (pinch to 
maintain compact 
shape)

• Heat tolerant
• Colors:  Chipotle, 

Spiced Curry & 
Habanero
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Gaillardia Mesa Series
     Short-lived herbaceous perennial

Exposure :  
Full sun to part sun

Size:
14-16 inches tall 
16-18 inches wide
Space 15-18 inches 
apart

Planting/
Blooming Time :  
Plant early fall for 
fall, spring/early 
summer bloom

Plant spring for 
bloom thru late 
summer

• Dense, mounded, 
controlled growth habit

• Well suited for small 
gardens and containers 
where it will cascade

• Exceptionally long 
bloom period

• Three colors:  Mesa 
Yellow, Mesa Bicolor 
(gold and dark red like 
the original species), 
Mesa Peach

• Attracts butterflies
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Hibiscus Luna series
     

Exposure :  
Full to part sun

Size:
2-3 feet tall 
2-3 feet wide
Space 2 feet apart

Blooms :
May thru Sep/Oct

Planting Time:
Late spring thru 
summer

• Warm-season, 
deciduous perennial 

• Very large 6-8 inch 
blooms

• Dormant in Oct; crown 
and roots alive in winter

• Grows in average 
garden beds and wet 
areas

• Compact size also 
works well in containers 

Pink, red, 
rose and white
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Lantana Bandana series

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
20-24 inches tall
24 inches wide
Space 15 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Summer thru fall

Planting Time :  
After danger of frost 
through 
midsummer

• Compact mounding 
habitat

• Very large flowers 
in variety of colors

• Heat, humidity and 
drought tolerant

• Attracts butterflies 
and hummingbirds

• Ideal in containers 
and beds

Lemon Zest
Cherry, Cherry Sunrise, Orange Sunrise, 

Trailing Gold Red, Rose, Peach, Light Yellow
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Lemon Sedum

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
3-6 inches tall
12-24 inches wide
Space 8-12 inches 
apart

Blooms : 
Spring - Fall

Planting Time :  
Spring - Summer

Heat and drought tolerant
No deadheading required

• Brilliant bright lime green 
foliage with small yellow star 
flowers

• Effortless care, vigorous 
growth

• Heat and drought tolerant
• Great “spiller” in container or 

mounding as ground cover
• Treat as annual but can be 

cold hardy
• Excellent in xeriscapes or 

rock gardens
• Sold as Lemon Coral  and 

‘Lemon Ball’
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Fireworks Purple 
Fountain Grass

Exposure :  
Full to part sun

Size:
24-30 inches tall
18-24 inches wide

Blooms :  
Summer thru first 
frost

Planting Time :  
Late spring thru 
summer

• Tender perennial
• Colorful, new variegated purple 

fountain grass with tinges of 
red, creamy white and green

• Attractive flower plumes
• Excellent as thriller in 

containers
• Heat tolerant
• Drought tolerant once 

established 
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Pentas Butterfly Series

Exposure :  
Full sun to part 
shade

Size:
18-24 inches tall
12-18 inches wide
Space 12-16 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Summer thru fall

Planting Time :  
Late spring thru 
summer

• Larger flowers than other 
pentas

• Numerous colors: rose, 
white, blush, pink, 
lavender and red

• Compact growth habitat

• Thrives in heat and 
humidity

• Attracts butterflies and 
hummingbirds
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Pentas Lucky Star

Exposure :  
Full sun

Size:
10-16 inches tall
12-14 inches wide

Blooms :  
Summer thru first 
frost

Planting Time :  
Late spring thru 
summer

Heat and drought tolerant
No deadheading required

• More compact
• Non-stop color
• No deadheading
• Drought tolerant
• Grown by seed
• Great in containers
• Colors:  lipstick, white, 

deep pink, lavender, 
pink, violet, deep red

• Attracts butterflies and 
hummingbirds
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Salvia ‘Evolution Blue’
Salvia ‘Evolution Violet’

Exposure :  
Full sun to
light shade

Size:
16-24” tall
16-19”wide
Space 8-10” 
apart

Blooms :  
Late spring to 
frost

Planting Time :  
Apr-Jun

• 2006 All-American Selection winner

• Violet flower spikes (6-10”) can be 
cut, dried and used as everlasting 
flowers

• Compact habitat, grows in thick, 
round clumps, short-lived perennial 
in NOLA, suitable for containers

• Attracts butterflies and 
hummingbirds

• Tolerates heat, drought, poor soils, 
few pest/disease problems



Master Gardeners of Greater New Orleans

SunPatiens 
(compact series) 

Exposure :  
Partial to full sun

Size:
24-36 inches tall
24-36 inches wide
Space 30 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Summer thru fall

Planting Time :  
Before end of May

Heat and drought tolerant
No deadheading required

• Low maintenance annual
• Vigorous grower
• Large, showy, abundant 

flowers and glossy foliage
• Perform best in full sun
• If grown in semi-shady 

area, prune in 
midsummer

• Allow to wilt slightly 
before watering

• Mulch well
• Resistant to downy 

mildew

Blush, pink, deep rose, coral, 
white, orange, magenta, lilac
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Torenia Kauai series
Wishbone Flower

Exposure :  
Shade to part sun 

Size:
10-12 inches tall
10-12 inches wide
Space 10 inches 
apart

Blooms :  
Spring thru fall 

Planting Time :  
After danger of frost 
thru midsummer

• Many colors (white, 
blue, lemon, magenta, 
rose, burgundy)

• Great for adding color 
to a shady garden

• Abundant blooms, 
mounding habit

• Low maintenance

• No deadheading
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Verbenna 
‘Homestead Purple’ 

• Hardy perennial to mid 
teens

• Long blooming season
• Nectar-rich flowers 

attract butterflies and 
bees

• Great spiller plant for 
containers

• Requires well drained 
soil

• Mulch with pine straw
• Low maintenance; 

deadhead after flowering

Exposure :  
Full/partial sun 

Size:
10-12” tall
18-24” wide
Space 2’ apart

Blooms :  
Late winter thru 
spring, late 
summer thru fall

Planting Time :  
Early/ mid fall, 
late winter/early 
spring
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Scan to download
LSP 2025 List
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Learn More Online
   www.lsuagcenter.com/superplants

About Program

List of Plants

Fact Sheets

Where to Find 
LSP

LSP News

NEW--Fact Sheets
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Learn More on Facebook
LSU AgCenter Louisiana Super Plants    



Master Gardeners of Greater New Orleans

Learn More on YouTube
LSU AgCenter Louisiana Super Plants    

Dan Gill

Jason Stagg
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Where to Find
LA Super Plants

`

• Look for Louisiana Super Plants signs at local 
garden centers and nurseries

• Hammond Research Station Plant Sales in 
Spring and Fall

• New Orleans Spring and Fall Garden Shows

            lsuagcenter.com/superplants
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Hammond 
Research Station

150 acres of 
landscape 
horticulture trials

21549 Old 
Covington  Hwy 
Hammond, LA  
70403 

Open:  M-F
7:30 – 12:00
1:30 –   4:30

LSU AgCenter 
Ornamental Trial Gardens
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Master Gardeners at LSP Demonstration 
Garden in City Park

Fridays 9 am to 11 am
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Master 
Gardeners
available to 
answer
questions on 
most Friday 
mornings

Louisiana Super Plant
Demonstration Garden

Designed and Maintained by MGGNO Volunteers
New Orleans City Park

Across from entrance to 
Pavilion of Two Sisters, City Park
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Look for More 
LA Super Plants

in Fall 2025
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Follow Us Online

Facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGreaterNewOrleans
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New Website!!!
Trending Topics

Events
 Plant Sales
  Garden Shows
  Programs

Education:
 Online Courses
 Tutorials
 Tours
 Book Reviews

Resources:
  LSU Pubs
  Garden Centers
  Soil Vendors
  Farmers Markets
  Garden Certifications

mggno.org
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Super Plant Sale
Saturday, April 12 th

Hammond Research Station
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Outstanding Resource
GNO Gardening eMagazine

Subscribe @ lsuagcenter.com/gnogardening

Monthly LSP
Spotlight

Follow on
Facebook.com/
gnogardening

Scan to Subscribe to GNOG
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Lagniappe

mggno.com/resources/online

NOLA
Monthly
Planting
Guide

Veggies
Herbs

Flowers
Fruit

Natives
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QUESTIONS?

Resources:  LSU AgCenter, Get It Growing, 
Hammond Research Station

 Photography:  LSU AgCenter, Hammond Research Station,
Linda Wegmann

PowerPoint:  Linda Wegmann, LMG 
LSP Demo Garden Project Lead:  Judy Duplantis, LMG

Google “lsu agcenter superplants”
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